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House Committee on Health

HB 2053, RELATING TO AGING

Testimony of Gary L. Gill
Acting Director of Health

Friday, January 24, 2014, 9:00am

Department’s Position: The Department of Health supports HB2053, provided that its passage does

not replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in our Executive Budget, and offers comments.

Fiscal Implications: Appropriates $78,555 for use by DOH.

Purpose and Justi cation: This measure is signicant as falls and fall related injuries among older

adults impose an enormous burden on individuals, society, and Hawaii’s health care system. Among

adults 65 years of age and older, falls are by far the leading cause of injury-related deaths (45% of the

total), hospitalizations (83%), and EMS attended injuries among older adults (82%). Direct medical

charges for fall and fallerelated injuries among older adults amount to nearly $95 million annually, an

amount that could be doubled if you were to include the costs of rehabilitation and long term care. Falls

impact the quality of life and independence of older adults. Over half of those hospitalized from a fall

are discharged to a nursing facility or rehabilitation center and many never regain full independence.

However, falls are not an inevitable part of aging and can be prevented. The Department is

committed to addressing this critical public health issue and has already taken some steps to address fall

injuries among older adults in Hawaii. These efforts include coordinating the implementation and
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evaluation of the “Hawai‘i Falls Prevention State Plan, 201 3~20l8” to prevent falls and reduce the

severity of fall-related injuries in collaboration with the Hawai‘i Fall Prevention Consortium.

Considering the magnitude of falls among older adults and the anticipated increase in this age

group in the next 20 years to over l8% of Hawaii’s population, the current level of dedicated resources

for fall prevention are insufficient. The fall prevention and early detection position proposed in this bill

will enable the Department of Health to support a coordinated state-wide approach that is needed to

prevent and reduce the impact of falls among older adults. The Department requests that the $78,555 in

funding allocated for the position be increased to $81,985 to include the recently adjusted salary rate for

state employees. The Department is prepared to carry out the duties as described in the bill in

collaboration with community partners.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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EOA’s Position: The Executive Office on Aging (EOA) supports this measure, provided that its

enactment does not reduce or replace priorities within the Administration’s supplemental budget

request.

Purpose and Justification: This measure appropriates $78,555 to the Department of Health’s

(DOH) Emergency Medical Services and Injury Prevention System Branch to establish and ll a

Fall Prevention and Early Detection Coordinator position. The source of funding for this position

is the Trauma System Special Fund.

The position will work closely with EOA, the Falls Prevention Consortium, and other key

stakeholders to implement a comprehensive statewide program to reduce falls and their

consequences. While the DOH has recognized the seriousness of the problem of falls in older

adults for some time, and has implemented strategies to date, much more needs to be done.

Establishing this position will assure a continued focus on prevention of falls in our community

and ultimately result in longer, healthier lives for our aging population. Thank you for the

opportunity to testify.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
. . A ' M d‘ II Tito Villanueva meéssgonse ‘Ca Support No 1

Comments: Submitting testimony supporting H.B. No. 2053. Falls among the elderly are a
significant health issue and we don't have a coordinated approach to address this concern. Each
island at this time provides education to our elderly on a segmented approach. We need a
coordinator to oversee and implement progams to address this health concern. I am in support of
Bill 2053 and please fund this position to provide coordination to falls and injury prevention.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq, improperly identified,
or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to
the convening of the public hearing.

D0 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

https://nodeexhc/owa/?ae=Item&a=Preview&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAAAaF1r7K%2 zRo... 1/24/2014
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HB2053
Submitted on: 1/24/2014
Testimony for HLT on Jan 24, 2014 09:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

I Speedy Bailey Ameégggowgsical Support No 1

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq, improperly identified,
or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to
the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capito|.hawaii.gov

https://nodeexhc/owa/?ae=Item&a=Preview&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAAAaF1r7K%2 zRo... 1/24/2014



The Twenty-Seventh Legislature
Regular Session of 2014

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Committee on Health
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair
Rep. Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair
State Capitol, Conference Room 329
Friday, January 24, 2014; 9:00 a.m.

STATEMENT OF THE ILWU LOCAL 142 ON H.B. 2053
RELATING TO AGING

The ILWU Local 142 supports H.B. 2053, which establishes a fall prevention and early detection
coordinator within the Department of Health’s Emergency Medical Services and Injury Prevention
System Branch and appropriates $78,555 from the Trauma System Fund for FY 2014-15.

Falls among seniors is costly. When a senior falls, medical costs are much higher than when a younger
person falls. Yet falls are often preventable with infomiation about what causes falls and What
behaviors to modify. Appropriation of less than $80,000 from an existing fund for a fall prevention
and early detection coordinator is a prudent and sound investment to potentially save hundreds of
thousands of dollars in medical bills and untold physical suffering.

The ILWU urges the passage of H.B. 2053. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on
this matter.
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